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Take Advantage of Your Newsletter 

I  have two points to make 

in this article. 

   

The first point is: 

This is YOUR newsletter!  

Itõs yours, and itõs the 

newsletter for all members 

of the Miami Valley Dance 

Council.    There 

are at least twenty

-four clubs repre-

sented.  Only six 

sent information to be 

shared.  Come on, this is 

your opportunity to let 

others know about your 

club, who you are, when 

you dance, what works for 

your club and what doesnõt.  

Itõs a place to share ideas 

and information.   

Write your stories and send 

them in.  Write your ideas 

for club improvement, in-

creased dance attendance, 

money makers.  What has 

worked for your club, and 

what hasnõt?    I was re-

cently at a square dance 

where I learned what 

worked for one club to at-

tract new dancers to les-

sons.  This 

worked immedi-

ately.  Wouldnõt 

you love to know 

what they did?  Share your 

ideas here! 

Photos welcome! 

 

My second point is: 

There is a change in dead-

line for submitting data to 

the newsletter.  Since it no 

longer has to be printed, 

collated, folded, addressed, 

etc, etc, deadlines can be 

much later now.  Please see 

due dates on page 2.  I hope 

you find having the ex-

tended deadline for news 

submission will allow you 

to participate more. 

 

Please note:  All submis-

sions may not be used, and 

editor reserves the right to 

modify or hold submissions 

for later publication. 

 

 

 

              Cheryl Hornsby               

              MVDC News editor 

This is your This is your 

newsletter!newsletter!   

New deadlines!  

Dance your way 

through autumn! 

http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org


     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

Publication                          

The Miami Valley Dance 

Councilõs newsletter is pub-

lished bimonthly.  Data 

submitted for publication 

may be condensed, modi-

fied, or omitted by discre-

tion of the editor.  We wel-

come reprinting of any of 

the articles within this 

publication, but please give 

credit to us and/or the au-

thor where identified. 

Submission Guide-

lines 

Please submit 

all information 

for publication 

electronically to 

me at e-mail 

address, 

mvdcnews@ 

yahoo.com.     

At this time I 

am not sure 

what all pro-

grams I can 

accept data 

from, but I can 

definitely accept 

MS word, JPG, MS Works 

if saved in RTF format (so I 

hear), and beyond that, I'll 

have to wait and see.  I'm 

willing to work with any-

one, so please send what 

you have.  If I cannot open 

it, I will let you know.  

Though all news is wel-

come, it may not be pub-

lished, may be published in 

part only, or may be pub-

lished at a later date.  

News should be relevant at 

the time of publication.  

Remember that a dance 

that is still in the future 

when you submit the news 

may be past by the time 

the newsletter is published.  

Include news that is of in-

terest to dancers outside of 

your club.  Include area 

codes for all phone num-

bers and zip codes for all 

addresses.  No more than 

two contacts per club, 

please. 

Corrections   

Though we strive for accu-

racy, it is possible that mis-

takes may pass all proofing 

efforts.  Please submit nec-

essary attention to errors 

for correction via e-mail to 

mvdcnews@yahoo.com.   

Due Dates  

Since the newsletter is 

online, it isnõt necessary to 

hand it out at the council 

meeting.  Therefore, to 

make deadlines closer to 

dance dates, deadline will 

be as of council meeting for 

the next two months.  

Please have all copy to the 

editor by the 2nd Tuesday 

of odd months for the 

newsletter with next two 

monthsõ data. 

Deadline         Issue 

Sept. 8            Oct/Nov  

Nov. 10           Dec/Jan 

Jan. 13            Feb/Mar 
 

 Advertising  
At this time advertising for 

special club dances and  

events is free for all Miami 

Valley Dance Council 

clubs.  For non-club-

related advertising, see 

chart at left.  Rates subject 

to change. 

Advertising Rates 

Newsletter Information 
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Non-Club Related Ad Rates 

Size relative to  

8 1/2õx11ó page 

1 issue 1 yr 

(6 issues) 

Business Card Size $5.00 $27.00 

1/8 page $8.00 $36.00 

1/4 page $13.00 $70.00 

1/2 page $22.00 $119.00 

Full page $40.00 $216.00 

Surcharge of 25% for ad requesting specific 

location.  No ads on front cover. 

Where your club data appears:  

The Miami Valley Dance Council newsletter  

Miami Valley Dance Council website  

Your own website (if you have one ðwe can add a 

link from our website)  

 

Please help us keep our data accurate.  Send notifica-

tion of necessary changes.  

Website:  ovapres@yahoo.com  

Newsletter:  mvdcnews@aol.com  

 

Club President:  

      Elmer Fudd 

Dance:  Every 
Wednesday 2AM 

 

 
Thatôs wrong! 

Club President:  

      Elmer Fudd 

Dance:  Every 
Wednesday 2AM 

Club president: 
   Bugs Bunny 
Dancing: 2AM  
every Wednesd 

Please send  

new information 

and corrections to 

mvdcnews@  

yahoo.com  

mailto:mvdcnews@yahoo.com
mailto:mvdcnews@yahoo.com
mailto:mvdcnews@yahoo.com
mailto:ovapres@yahoo.com
mailto:mvdcnews@yahoo.com
mailto:mvdcnews@yahoo.com
mailto:mvdcnews@yahoo.com


Cardinal City Squares 

Cityfolk 

Clinton County Country Squares 

The Clinton County Country Squares club 

dances on the First, Third, and Fifth Thurs-
days from 7:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. at Laurel 

Oaks near Wilmington. Ken Roberts is 
the club caller. He will challenge you, 

keep you smiling, and singing along with 

his singing calls. You will not want to 
miss "All Singing Calls" on the Fifth 

Thursdays. The next "All Singing Calls" 
dance will be October 30th, 2008.  For 

information, phone 937-584-2342, or 

937-382-5390. 

 

Lesson classes will begin September 9th at 

the Senior Center, 789 N. Nelson Ave. in Wil-

mington, OH  45177 from 7 - 9 p.m. with 
Ken Roberts as the instructor. The first two 

lessons are free. 
 

Clinton County's next special dance will be a 

Halloween Dance at the Pavilion Satur-

day, October 25th with Homer Magnet as 
caller and Elaine Wintrow as cuer. The 

time is 7 - 10 p.m. Costumes are wel-
come, just think you might win a prize. 

Hope to see you there!  

 

We invite you to mark your calendars and 
come join us for square dancing and line 

dancing at Laurel in an air-conditioned build-
ing. 

Dance Schedule: 

Oct. 2    Ken Roberts/Jerry Doughman, Lines 

Oct. 16  Jim Wilbur/Jerry Doughman, Lines 

Oct. 25  Halloween Dance Special - Michael 
Solomon Pavilion   Homer Magnet-Elaine 

Wintrow, cuer 
Oct. 30  All Singing Calls - Ken Roberts/Jerry 

Doughman, Lines 

Nov. 6   Ken Roberts/Jerry Doughman, Lines 
Nov. 20 Jim Cox/Jerry Doughman, Lines 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Concord Cloverleaf  Squares 

Fall is approaching rapidly and we have 
some special dances that you are invited to:  

Saturday, September 27 ï Michael Solo-

mon Building with Tom Strickland & 
Elaine Wintrow  7 - 10 PM 

Friday, October 3 ï Hobo 

Dance - Concord Commu-
nity Center with Homer 

Magnet & Elaine Wintrow 

8 - 10:30 PM. 
You all come! 
 

Square dance classes with Jason Raleigh will 

begin Thursday, Sept. 11, from 7 to 9 PM in 
the Community Room in the CRSI building, 

1150 Scioto Street, Urbana, OH. If your club 
is not having a class, we will be glad to ac-

cept & teach students for you.  
 

We have been busy with demos all summer 
ï July 20 at the Concord Community Park, 

August 9 at Hearth & Home Assistant Care, 

and plan to be in the Pony Wagon Parade in 
St. Paris, Sept. 18, and a demo in St. Paris 

on Friday, Sept. 19, from 6 to 7 PM with Ja-
son Raleigh. 

Future dances are: 

Friday, October 31 ï Concord Commu-

nity Center with Jason & Katie Raleigh ï

 8 to 10:30  

Saturday, November 29 ï Concord Com-

munity Center with Nathaniel & Mary 
Beth Arnett ï 8 to 10:30 PM 

 

Country Cousins 

Curli Q Square & Rounds 

Dayton Contra Dance 

Double H Squares (See page 6) 

Flying Ghillies Scottish Country 

Dancers 
 

Gem City 
Gem City normally dances on the 
First and Third Saturdays of the 

month (except for major holidays) at the 

Pavilion at 7:30-10:00 pm with early rounds 
from 7:00 -7:30 pm. Ken Roberts and Stuart 

Lewis are our club Caller/Cuer with special 
guest Callers and Cuers scheduled periodi-

Miami Valley Dance News  

Club News 
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All Singing All Singing 

Calls on the Calls on the 

Fifth Fifth   

ThursdaysThursdays  

 

http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/clubs/cardinal.htm
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/clubs/cityfolk.htm
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/clubs/clintonCounty.htm
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/clubs/cloverleaf.htm
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/clubs/countryCousins.htm
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/clubs/curliQ.htm
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/clubs/contra.htm
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/clubs/doubleH.htm
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/clubs/flying.htm
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/clubs/flying.htm
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/clubs/gemCity.htm
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cally. 

Highlights for the remainder of this calendar 

year include a visit by special guest caller 

Wes Dyer and the Halloween, Christmas and 
New Years Eve holiday dances as shown be-

low.  Check for our special flyers for all of 
these events. 

Complete details on Gem City Squares people 
and programs can be viewed at 

www.GemCitySquares.com  or by calling 
937-428-7554. 

Oct 4    Wes Dyer/Stuart Lewis 
Oct 18  Halloween Dance  Ken Rob-

erts/ Stuart Lewis 

Nov 1    Ken Roberts/Stuart Lewis 
Nov 15    Ken Roberts/Stuart Lewis 

Dec 6, 2008  Ken Roberts/Stuart 
Lewis 

Dec 20  Christmas Dance  Ken Rob-

erts/Stuart Lewis 
Dec 31  8:00 pm-1:00 am, Jan 1, 2009   

New Years Eve Special Dance/Party; 
Joint with National Carousel #114  

Homer Magnet/Ken Roberts Elaine 
Wintrow/Stuart  

       Lewis  

 

Grand Squares 

Hi-Point See Saws 

Our dance lessons will be Starting the third 
week in September on a Thursday 

night.  There is no charge.  The student 

teacher will be Fred Endsley.  They are at 
7P.M. - 8.30P.M. 

 Also, we have our special dance scheduled 
at the Michael Solomon Pavilion on Novem-

ber 29th.  This is our annual Football Theme 
Tailgate Party.  Come dressed in your favor-

ite teamôs jersey or dressed ready to cheer 
your team on!  Time is 7:00 -10:00 P.M.  

Caller is Tom Rudebock; Cuer, Elaine Win-

trow.   

Any questions please call (937)652-3443 or e

-mail Suzan Cushman at pine@ctcn.net. 

  

Hoosier Corners 

 ñEvery season brings its reason.ò 

For Hoosier Corners members the coming of 

Fall brings square dance les-

sons and a new crop of pro-
spective members.  Thursday 

nights at Earlham College 
Frank Roberts is again doing 

what he does so well:  intro-

ducing the dance and teaching 
the newcomers.  Our lessons 

are also offered as an activity 
credit for Earlham students so 

we meet young people who, 
hopefully, will remember  fondly 

the experience and return 

somewhere, someday to a club 
to dance as adults.  After two 

sessions things are looking 
promising. 

For many of our ladies itôs the 
season to shop again for new 

dresses or that ñjust perfectò 

accessory as casual dress gives 
way to square dance attire for the winter.  

With the success of our special dance with 

Larry Letson, and we certainly thank all of 

you for coming, we look forward to Johnny 
Preston in November.  Start making your 

plans and mark November 2nd on your 
calendars. 

We had perfect weather for our 2nd An-
nual Barn Dance and Bean Dinner with 

amateur callers.  The special location and 

change in format created a friendly, re-
laxed atmosphere.  We hope to see you 

next year ñat the barnò over Labor Day 
weekend. 

Kittyhawk Squares 

We want to thank those who visited our club 

for the Larry Letson dance on September 5.  

A great time was had by all, even though we 
hated to think about not having Larry around 

to call for us as much in the future.  The 
floor was crowded and the energy was con-

tagious! 

Kitty Hawks will continue our high -energy 

tradition with some great special dances in 
the next several months. Get ready for the 

Good Olô Boys on Sunday, Oct. 19, from 7:00

-10:00 PM at the Michael Solomon Pavilion.  
Admission will be $6 each.  We all know and 

love the beautiful 3 -part harmony of Sam, 
Mike & Keith.  This is a once-a-year opportu-

Above: Harold and 
Judy Simpson wel-
comed everyone to 
their barn for a fun-
filled evening. 

Left: amateur 
caller, Don Buriff 

Below: Wilma Vo-
gler, Phyllis Ferrer, 
and Pauline Bowen 
braved a quick trip 
to the.., outhouse! 

http://www.gemcitysquares.com/
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/clubs/grandSquares.htm
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/clubs/Hi-Point.htm
mailto:pine@ctcn.net
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/clubs/hoosier.htm
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/clubs/kittyhawk.htm
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nity, so donôt miss it!  Raids are welcome.  

Round dancers can also enjoy Elaine Win-
trow from 6:30 -7:00. 

Please support our 21st annual Canned Food 
Dance on Sunday, November 30, from 5:00-

8:00 at our regular dance location, Good 
Shepherd Church.  Admission is $5 per per-

son, or an equal amount in canned food or 
non-perishables.  No glass containers, 

please!  All proceeds will go to the Green-

mont Food Pantry.    This dance is the larg-
est single source of support the food pantry 

receives.  We want to thank our wonderful 
callers and cuer for donating their time for 

this dance. Donôt miss Jack Pladdys, Jason 

Raleigh & Elaine Wintrow, and again, raids 
are welcome! 

The last special dance comes on the last day 
of the year.  Itôs no surprise that itôs our fa-

mous Kitty Hawkôs New Years Eve dance.  
This dance has it all! Jack Pladdys and Nick 

Hartley canôt be beat for fantastic music and 
calling. If youôve never attended a dance 

with this duo, youôd better get on board! 

These guys really rock!  Gay & John Cheva-
lier will be providing a wonderful evening of 

Round Dance opportunities, and Mary Beth 
Arnett, who always does such a super job, 

will be leading the lines.  If you dance Ad-

vanced, there will be an Advanced hall open 
from 8:00 ï 11:00.  Early Rounds & Lines will 

take place from 8:00-9:00, a Hi-Lo with Lines 
& Rounds from 9:00-1:00. Bring your stu-

dents & come and raid.  Ribbons will be on 

sale in advance & we appreciate your early 
purchase to help us estimate food needs. 

Pork, sauerkraut, mashed potatoes & more, 
or course!  This dance will be at St. Georgeôs 

Episcopal Church, 5520 Far Hills Ave., Kette-
ring, Ohio 45429. This dance is a real 

ñeventò. Donôt miss it! 

Our regular dances are held on the 1st, 3rd, 

and 5th Fridays of each month from 8:00 -

10:30 PM at Good Shepherd Church, 901 E. 
Stroop,  Kettering Ohio, 45429. We offer 

rounds and lines at alternating dances; see 
our schedule for details. Raids & retrievals 

are always welcome.  For more information, 

contact Patty and Tim Dunn at 937-788-2405 
or check out our website at http://

mykittyhawksquares.tripod.com/  

Below are our upcoming dance offerings. * 

denotes Hi-Lo dances. 

October 3- Mike Sumpter; Sharon Reed, lines 

October 17- Jason Raleigh; Pat Burger, lines 

October 19- Good Olô Boys (see above) 
October 31- Homer Magnet; Elaine Wintrow,  

rounds 
November 7- Ken Burke; Pat Burger, lines 

 Note: Ken Burke is a terrific caller 
who likes to keep things moving! His music is 

awesome.  He now lives in Michigan & rarely 

calls in this area.  He is a featured caller at 
the Indiana & Michigan State Square Dance 

Conventions. 
November 21- Jack Pladdys; Elaine Wintrow, 

rounds 

*November 30- Canned Food Dance (see 
above) 

*December 5- Darin Henry; Elaine Wintrow, 
rounds 

*December 19- Jason Raleigh; Mary Beth 

Arnett, lines 
*December 31- New Yearôs Eve (see above) 

 

Miami Valley Folk Dancers 

Miami Valley Round Dance Club 

Stuart and Fay have decided to change the 

time of their Miami Valley Round Dance class 
to 6:30 P.M.  The change actually starts with 

the first class on September 16. They will be 
teaching foxtrot from 6:30 -7:30 on Tues-

days.  If you already know Phase II Waltz, 

then you have  done many of the figures in 
Foxtrot. Change the timing and "voila!" you 

will be able to circle the dance floor to many 
more tunes. 

Come check us out!  

Our Monday class at Michael Solomon Pavil-
ion this session will be Bolero. This slow ro-

matic Latin rhythm is danced with a slow 
quick quick timing and has a reaching action 

on the third step.    This class will also meet 
from 6:30 -730 P.M. 

 

National Carousel No. 114 

Rounds by Jobe 

Swinging 8s 

Stardust Ballroom Dancers 

Tuesday Afternoon Plus 

Page 5 

Time Change Time Change   

to 6:30 P.M.to 6:30 P.M.   

http://mykittyhawksquares.tripod.com/
http://mykittyhawksquares.tripod.com/
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/clubs/folk.htm
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/clubs/round.htm
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/clubs/national.htm
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/clubs/jobeM.htm
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/clubs/swinging8.htm
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/clubs/stardust.htm
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/clubs/tuesday.htm


Wheeler Dealers 

Whirlaways 

Yellow Rockers 

Double H 

Dancing 1st, 3rd and 5th Fridays EVERY 

MONTH. Rounds alternating with squares 
on 1st Friday, all dances alternate Main-

stream and Plus tips. All dances are 7:30 

- 10 p.m.  at Sulphur Grove United Meth-

odist Church Fellowship Hall, 7505 Tay-
lorsville Road, Huber Heights, OH 45424. 
 

Raid Chairpersons:  Rose Winkler - 233-

6247 
 

Fall Schedule: 

Oct 3 - Autumn Colors Dance - Caller Jim  

     Cox, Cuer Pat Toney 
Oct 17 - Popcorn Party - Caller Tom  

     Rudebock 

Oct 31 - ANNUAL SPOOKY HOLLOW 

     DANCE - Caller Jerry Helt, Cuer Pat  
     Toney - Prizes for costumes! 

Nov. 7 - Red, White & Blue Dance - Caller  
     Jason Raleigh, Cuer Pat Toney 

Nov 21 - Turkey Dance - Caller Homer  

     Magnet 
Dec 5 - Rock n Roll night - Caller Tom  

     Reinhardt, Cuer Pat Toney 
Dec 19 - Christmas Dance - Caller Dick  

     Winkler 
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   State Convention 
Delegates 

      Officers      

President 

Linda Hasting 

937-347-1440 

  Renee Arnett 

937-884-5071 

(2008) 

  

Vice President 

Steve Hayden 

937-947-0501 

  Darla Mattice 

937-428-7554 

(2008) 

  

Treasurer 

Joan Ganger 

937-429-2780 

  Steve Stoehr 

937-609-8690 

(2009) 

  

Secretary 

Mikki White  

 

  Randy Adams 

937-269-4635 

(2009) 

  

Past President 

Jean Aills 

937-237-1168 

     

Awards Chair 

Jim Gill  

937-836-5075 

Miami Valley Call-

ers Assn. Liaison 
Stuart Lewis 

937-432-0283 

Michael Solomon  

Support Chair 
Ed Cordray 

937-252-0638 

 

    

Steve & Sharry 

Hayden 

937-233-7180 

 

Vicki Roush 

937-293-1773 

 

  

  

Sharry Hayden 

937-233-7180 

 

  

  

Cheryl Hornsby 

765-935-3251 

 

News Editor 

Historian 

Miami Valley Dance Council 

Trustees 

http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/clubs/wheeler.htm
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/clubs/whirlaways.htm
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/clubs/yellowRockers.htm
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/MVDC/photo/CordrayEd.jpg
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/MVDC/photo/Jim Gill.jpg
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/MVDC/photo/HaydenSteveSharry.JPG
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/MVDC/photo/RoushVicki.JPG
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/MVDC/photo/HaydenSharry.JPG
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/MVDC/photo/renee-1.JPG
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/MVDC/photo/darla1.JPG
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/MVDC/photo/steve1.JPG
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/MVDC/photo/randy1.JPG
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/MVDC/photo/Jean Aills.jpg
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/MVDC/photo/linda1.JPG
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/MVDC/Council-2007/HaydenSteve-thumb.jpg
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/MVDC/photo/mikki1.JPG
http://www.miamivalleydancecouncil.org/MVDC/photo/Ganger,Joan.jpg
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Upcoming Dance Conventions 

Mark these dates for your calendar.  The Ohio Dance Convention for 2009 is 

not far away, and definitely donõt miss an opportunity to attend the Na-

tional Convention as nearby as Louisville in 2010.   
 

 

Hotline 

Phone number 937-294-

5511. 

The Hotline is available 24 

hours a day and updated 

daily.  The more current up-

to-the-

minute in-

formation 

the better.  

Information 

will be ac-

cepted until 10 P.M. the 

night before a dance unless 

it is an òemergencyó such as 

weather related.  Providing 

the information as early as 

possible will make it easier 

to accommodate each and 

every club and dancer. 

Lost and Found 

Please check the lost and 

found any time you are at 

the pavilion.  Many items 

get left behind. 

 

òHotline is 

available 24 

hours a dayó 

Miami Valley Dance Council 

Ohio Dance Conventions 

May 2009 Cincinnati, OH 

May 2010 Cleveland, OH  (probably) 

May 2011 Dayton, OH  

National Conventions 

June 24-27, 2009ñLong Beach, CA   

 http://www.58nsdc.org/ 

June 23-26, 2010ñLouisville, KY   

http://www.59thnsdc.com/ 

2012ñSpokane, WA 

http://www.58nsdc.org/
http://www.59thnsdc.com/
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2008 National Convention Recap 

State Corp President, Marianne & Gordon King 

wrote the following about the 2008 National con-

vention that was in Wichita, Kansas in June.  

Perfection On The Prairie  

Happiness in the Heartland was shared by all who attended 

the 2008 National Convention in Wichita Kansas last week, 
and what a rip roarin,  foot stompin, bar -b-que eatin great 

time it was.  

Wichita, located in the central part of the Great State of 

Kansas, is a 
secret Kansans 

have been 

keeping to 
themselves, but 

now the word 
is out. 

Voted one of 
the 100 most 

livable cities in 

the United 
States, and 

easily accessi-
ble from all 

parts of the country, Wichita is mixture of old west and 
new frontier.  

Having never been further west than Indiana I was en-
tranced by the absolute beauty of Kansas particularly The 

Flint Hills, a mere stones throw away from Wichita as the 

crow flies or better yet is carried by the truly wayward 
westerly winds of Kansas.  I was thankful that Gordon 

was driving as I was mesmerized by the miles and miles of 
lush green rangelands and prairies that go on forever and 

ever.  Herds of cattle dotted the landscapes against the 

bluest of skies and the tall prairie grasses looked so soft 
you wanted to stop and run through them, so beautiful , it 

is really God's country. 

The Hyatt Regency Wichita and Century II Convention Cen-

ter was the pinnacle of perfection on the prairie as over 
6000 dancers spent the week enjoying the many wonderful 

surprises our hosts planned for the enjoyment at this years 
National Convention. 

Wednesday's opening ceremonies started the convention 
off and the evening began with a western bar -b-que din-

ner that would satisfy any cowpoke from here to Dodge 

City no doubt, but the highlight of the night was a concert 
by the Diamond W Wranglers who brought the house down 

with old cowboy favorites like  

Ghost Riders In The 

Sky,  Shenandoah, 
and the Kansas 

State Song,  Home 
On The Range.  Not 

a foot in the house 

was still as the 
Wranglers took us back to the days of the wild wild west 

with the beat of the banjo keeping perfect time. This Yan-
kee girl was born in the wrong part of the country and the 

west has won my heart forever.  

The City of Wichita is a primary influence in Aviation 

and is home to such prominent companies as Hawker 
Beechcraft,  Boeing,  Spirit, Cessna and is known as 

the Air Capital of the World.    A Tour of the Aviation 

Museum started with a delightful lunch of bar -b-
que   ( did you notice the pattern we have going here) 

and with Walt, the Museum's Curator describing how 
Aviation history was formed , we found this tour to be 

delightful, informative and very impressive.  

Thirty percent of Wichita's population is employed in 

the Aviation field making it understandable why Wich-
ita is the Aviation Capital of the World.  

Learning about the City of Wichita was our second 
tour and what a educational and enjoyable morning it was.  

Wichita was an old cowtown back in the days of  the wild, 

wild west with tales of Wyatt Earp, Wild Bill Hickok,  and 
Billy The Kid.   Many a drunken wrangler  spent a night or 

two just a drinking and a shooting up local hotels, some 
which still boasts holes in the walls from the big irons 

they carried.  

A big thing for a stranger in town, is to never make the 

mistake of calling the beautiful  river that runs through town 

anything but the Our Kansas River ,    Evidently a rival 
thing between Kansas & sister state Arkansas. Say it wrong 

and you will be corrected immediately for that is the fact 
plain & simple.  

Speaking of plains, standing guard over the city is "The 
Keeper of The Plains" a beautiful 44 foot sculpture bronze 

in color that stands proudly at the bridge that connects the 
Little & Big Arkansas Rivers.  Wichita brims with Indian His-

tory and The Keeper of The Plains was donated to the city 

by internationally recognized artist Blackbear Bosin, at night 
the Keeper is illuminated and shines a safe light over the 

still city giving it a quiet beauty and peaceful presence.  

As you drive through town you will see various sculptures 

of children playing, mother cows with tiny calves checking 
out tiny birds, pigeons roosting, kittens playing and others  
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that add a delightful touch of whimsy to the downtown 

area.  Other local interests include the Cow Town Enter-
tainment District , the beautiful Botancia Gardens, and The 

Museums of the River. Higher education opportunities are 
supported by several universities:  Friends Univer-

sity:  Newman University and Wichita State University just 

to name a few  of the many.    Road construction on is evi-
dent everywhere as the old west side links to the new and 

progressive east side making Wichita a city that combines 
the old with the new as it grows and beckons  Residents 

seeking opportunities and careers. 

Our third tour took us out to the Flint Hills so I was in 

heaven indeed as we spent the day at the Flying W Ranch 
watching exhibitions of cattle roping, bronco busting and 

eating bar -b-que while listening to sounds of cowboy 

tunes provided by a local trio who spellbound us all.   The 
Flying W sits on over 9000 

acres and is home to  cattle 
and horses and one sweet 

little corgie who stole our 

hearts.  Thanks to Josh & 
Gwen for a once in a lifetime 

adventure into today's old 
west lifestyle. 

In between working Registration, National Squares and our 
Ohio State table, we danced and caught up with old 

friends, as we all know that conventions are really our 
dancer family reunions. 

The halls of the Hyatt & Century II were massive with 
great sound and national, and local callers, cuers & leaders 

came from across the country to teach and challenge us 

all.   Rounds were held at the exclusive Broadview Hotel 
which is registered as a National Landmark and was lo-

cated just across the street from Century II.  

Century II Convention Center resembled a space ship is 

structure and is a modern and multifunction facility with a 
staff that was always smiling.  

Food was a plenty with lunch and dinner buffets  at a mod-
est price of $10.00 for such wonders as ham, bar -b-

que,   pork, cold cuts, sausages and so many delights to 
many to mention.   Of course no convention would be com-

plete without ice cream on waffle cones with sprinkles and 

sauces. There was also several restaurants in the Hyatt 
that easily accommodated the 6000 or so dancers attend-

ing this years National. 

Always a highlight of the convention  the Friday bid session 

between Oklahoma City and Spokane Washington was a 
blast as both sides entertained the audience with an easy 

rivalry for this years bid.   As our conventions are changing 

and our dancer numbers decreasing the National Executive 

Committee reminded us all that today, cities that might not 

have been able to host larger numbers of dancers probably 
would be able to handle the smaller yet exciting conven-

tions,  a good thought.  

Both city presentations were so impressive and dynamic I 

could not decide which one would receive the invitation to 
host 2012.  Housing, camping,  golf????, transportation, 

hotel accommodations, restaurants and convention facili-
ties are deciding factors and what a hard decision that had 

to be and the winner is....  

Spokane in 2012,  go west young dancers. 

Saturday's events included the closing ceremonies with the 
Parade of States marching across the river to the Lawrence 

Dumont Stadium, home of the Wichita Wingnuts, an event 

that is always an emotional time as Wichita passes the 
convention to California for 2009. 

Great dancing to 
great call-

ers,  good 
food,  good 

fun,  good mu-

sic,  peace and 
harmony in Cow 

Town. A Big 

Thankkkkkkk   Youuuuuuu to Wichita, we had a great time.  

The 2009 Promenade On The Prairie was truly Perfection 

On The Prairie 

2010 Louisville is just around the corner and is right in our 

backyard  Many, many dancers are needed to assist in 
preparation to host a National Convention. 

Join in the fun and wonderful learning experience of work-
ing on a National Convention, this opportunity might never 

come around again, now is your chance. 

Don't sit back and do nothing, be part of a really great 

something.   

Louisville Again in 2010. 

  

Live, Love, Laugh 

Just Dance 

Gordon & Marianne 
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